
Welcome to the 2017 

March/April edition of 

UNIMED LibInfo. the bi-

monthly Bulletin of the 

University Library, Univer-

sity of Medical Sciences, 

Ondo City, Nigeria. 

This issue focuses on 

Predatory Journals, a dis-

turbing topic in the credi-

bility of the reputed Open 

Access publishing plat-

form. Researchers are 

exposed to the criteria for 

selecting appropriate jour-

nals for their manuscripts. 

This issue also informs on 

how to spot fake news, 

WiFi security, among oth-

er educative facts for 

UNIMED staff and stu-

dents. 

 

We hope you find this 

edition interesting, educa-

tive and informative. We 

look forward to your 

feedbacks and sugges-

tions. Cheers! 

Editorial Team 
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Studying in medical 
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Predatory Journals: Demystifying Researcher’s 
Dilemmas 

The future of every aca-

demics and academic 

institutions depends signif-

icantly on their research 

output. However, the 

needs to publicize 

research findings 

have led many re-

searchers – especially 

the younger ones – 

into falling prey of 

predatory journals 

whose main mission 

is to make profits.  

This article is pre-

pared in response to the 

opinion raised, during one 

of UNIMED weekly re-

search seminars, by Prof. 

J.A. Owa, the Chairman of 

UNIMED Research Commit-

tee, on the need for li-

brarians to assist Faculty 

members in identifying 

notable/reputable journals 

in their fields. The article 

aims to assist academics 

and academic institutions 

with the criteria for identi-

fying predatory journals, 

also known as pseudo-

journals.  
According to the World As-

sociation of Medical Editor 

(WAME), “Predatory” refers to 

the fact that these entities 

prey on academicians for 

financial profit via article 

processing charges for open 

access articles, without meet-

ing scholarly publishing 

standards. Although predato-

ry journals may claim to 

conduct peer review and 

mimic the structure of legiti-

mate journals, they publish 

all or most submitted materi-

al without external peer re-

view.” 
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The World Health Organization 

has on February 27, 2017 

published a list of 12 “priority 

pathogens” that have become 

antibiotic-resistance and re-

quire urgent action. 

For quite some time, bacteria 

have plagued the world and 

rendered human beings inef-

fective due to the myriad of 

diseases they cause. Examples 

of such diseases include tuber-

culosis, leprosy and cholera. 

In 1928, Penicillin, the first 

antibiotics, was discovered by 

Alexander Fleming, and since 

then, more than 100 different 

compounds that can tackle the 

bacterial-diseases have come 

to limelight. 

Meanwhile, the lack of new 

antibiotics since 1987, coupled 

with the increasing self/over-

prescription have led to the 

development of resistance to 

many of these compounds by 

the various trains of bacteria. 

Meanwhile, Medical Laboratory 

have voiced out fears that with 

what they are now experienc-

ing in the Now experiencing in 

the lab, the world might be in 

for a long-fight with the new 

set of bacteria we have 

around. 

According to WHO, antimicrobi-

al resistance is a serious 

threat too, the world and 

could take us back to the 

19th century regime where  

the smallest infection or oper-

ation could kill. 

The new list from WHO high-

lights in particular the threat 

of gram-negative bacteria that 

are resistant to multiple antibi-

otics. According to WHO publi-

cation, these bacteria have 

built-in 

abilities 

to find 

new ways 

to resist 

treatment 

and can 

pass 

along 

genetic 

material 

that allows other bacteria 

to become drug-resistant 

as well. The aim for the list 

was to guide and promote 

research and development 

(R&D) of new antibiotics, as 

part of WHO’s efforts to ad-

dress growing global re-

sistance to antimicrobial 

medicines. This is an urgent 

Public Health need and re-

searchers from UNIMED are 

urged to key into this global 

need. 

The WHO list is divided 

into three categories ac-

cording to the urgency of 

need for new antibiotics: 

critical, high and medium 

priority. 

The most critical group of 

all includes multidrug re-

sistant bacteria that pose a 

particular threat in hospi-

tals, nursing homes, and 

among patients whose care 

requires devices such as 

ventilators and blood cath-

eters. They include Acineto-

bacter, Pseudomonas and 

various Enterobacteriaceae 

(including Klebsiella, E. coli, 

Serratia, and Proteus). They 

can cause severe and often 

deadly infections such as 

bloodstream infections and 

pneumonia. 

These bacteria have be-

come resistant to a large 

number of antibiotics, in-

cluding carbapenems and 

third generation cephalo-

sporins – the best available 

antibiotics for treating multi

-drug resistant bacteria. 

The second and third 

tiers in the list – the 

high and medium priority 

categories – contain oth-

er increasingly drug-

resistant bacteria that 

cause more common 

diseases such as gonor-

rhoea and food poison-

ing caused by salmonel-

la. 

However, the WHO publi-

cation concluded that 

“While more R&D is vital, 

alone, it cannot solve 

the problem. To address 

resistance, there must 

also be better prevention 

of infections and appro-

priate use of existing 

antibiotics in humans 

and animals, as well as 

rational use of any new 

antibiotics that are de-

veloped in future.” 

WHO calls for Urgent Research on 

New Antibiotics 

"Waiting any longer 

will cause further 

public health 

problems and 

dramatically impact 

on patient care."  

-Prof Evelina 

Tacconelli  
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“Whatever the 

cost of our  

libraries, the 

price is cheap 

compared to 

that of an ig-

norant nation.”  
 

-Walter Cronkite  



Page 3 

 

With over a billion users around the globe, YouTube is 

undoubtedly the largest video-sharing platform on the 

Internet. YouTube boasts of more than 300 hours or 

videos uploaded every minute. Coincidentally, the pre-

sent generation of students places premium on the 

use of digital resources for their academics. 

 

With numerous videos on different medical subjects available on the platform, YouTube 

is now an important resource for medical education all over the globe. YouTube is an 

extremely practical teaching tool, with over half of viewings on handheld mobile devices, 

not limited by time or place, unlike books, lectures, and tutorials. YouTube has been 

used to teach preschool learners, undergraduates,  graduate students and beyond.  

 

In a study comparing the content of textbooks, eMedicine articles, and YouTube on 

cardiovascular mechanism, it was found out that YouTube excelled not only on the 

user interface front but also in terms of content and integrating of information across 

a molecular and clinical level. They found that YouTube offered up-to-date and digesti-

ble educational resources to medical students, with a bonus feature of interactivity be-

tween users via promotion of user comments and feedback.  

 

Often, medical students plunge on the internet to watch videos that could enhance 

their understanding of anatomy, physiology and biochemistry. This is commendable. 

 

However, the pitfall in learning with YouTube 

videos is that many of these videos are not 

reviewed and the authenticity of the infor-

mation they dish out may be questionable. 

Studies have revealed that some YouTube 

videos may be inaccurate with no regulation 

of contents. 

 

Furthermore, YouTube is now battling with 

the global information overload, with the re-

sultant confusion for students as to where to 

turn to for the right information. 

 

Therefore, it has become imperative for lec-

turers, faculties and medical institutions to 

vet and guide students on which Medical 

YouTube channels they can follow, as well as YouTube videos that will be beneficial for 

the understanding of the curriculum. 

YouTube has become a part of the life in medical schools. Authorities  of medical in-

stitutions should recognize this fact and put in place mechanism for institutional-level 

endorsement that would ensure the regulation and accuracy of the YouTube videos 

medical students will incorporate into their studies. 

The Pros and Cons of Studying in 

medical school with YouTube 

“At the moment 

that we persuade 

a child, any child, 

to cross that 

threshold, that 

magic threshold 

into a library, we 

change their lives 

forever, for the 

better” 

 

-Barack Obama YouTube has become a 

part of the life in 

medical schools. 

Authorities  of medical 

institutions should 

recognize this fact and 

put in place mechanism 

for institutional-level 

endorsement 
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Did you know that the 2016 Oxford Dictionary Word of the Year is “post-

truth”? Well, that’s it. Following the “post-truth” announcement, and with the 

recent references to alternative facts and factoids from different quarters, the 

International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions (IFLA) saw the 

need to produce an infographic, which was aired on CNN in March, to educate 

everyone on the skills required to identify fake news in the present century. 

 

In today’s world, it is undeniable that we all need to be media and information 

literate lest we fall victim of information malnourishment. With broadcast mes-

sages flying all over social media, such as WhatsApp, the need to confirm the 

authenticity of every information has never been more important. 

 

The IFLA’s infographic below provides eight steps, which according to IFLA can 

be used to “discover the verifiability of a given news-piece in front of you.” 

Do you have the skill to Spot Fake News? 

Caption describ-

ing picture or 

graphic. 

Critical thinking is a key 

skill in media and 

information literacy, and 

the mission of libraries is 

to educate and advocate 

its importance —

International Federation 

of Library  Associations 

and Institutions (IFLA) 

 

 

“Without libraries 

what have we? We 

have no past and 

no future.”  

 

-Ray Bradbury 
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There are several initiatives 

targeted at helping re-

searchers determine preda-

tory journals. The two ma-

jor efforts in this regard is 

the popular Beall’s List and 

the Directory of Open Ac-

cess Journals (DOAJ). 

Jefferey Beall is a librarian 

at the University of Colora-

do. He started curating the 

Beall’s List of Predatory 

Journals in 2011, with the 

aim of identifying predatory 

journals. The lengthy Beall’s 

List has become defunct 

since January, 2017 but 

some of his criteria are still 

applicable for us all. See 

Table 1 (Page 6)  

 

On the other hand, the 

effort by DOAJ is aimed at 

identifying legitimate Open 

Access Journals. DOAJ “is 

a service that indexes 

high quality, peer re-

viewed Open Access 

research journals, peri-

odicals and their arti-

cles' metadata. The Di-

rectory aims to be 

comprehensive and 

cover all open access 

academic journals that 

use an appropriate 

quality control system…

and is not limited to 

particular languages or 

subject areas”.  

 

For a Journal to obtain 

DOAJ Seal, which is a 

mark of certification for 

open access journals 

for achievement of a 

high level of open-

ness, adhering to best 

practices, and having 

high publishing stand-

ards, the criteria to 

met are as presented 

in Table 2 (Page 6). 
A third method for identi-

fying predatory journal is 

the “Think. Check. Submit” 

approach. The approach 

uses a checklist developed 

by a coalition of scholarly 

publishing organisations. 

The criteria used in this 

approach (see Table 3 

(Page 6)) can be adopted 

by authors to decide on 

the outlets with which they 

should submit their manu-

scripts.  

 

Conclusion 

By using a combination of 

the three initiatives de-

scribed above, academi-

cians and academic institu-

tions should be able to 

decide on which journal 

could be considered preda-

tory or not. 

However, it is noteworthy 

that none of these initia-

tives is fail-proof. For in-

stance, the fact that Beall 

has some unsatisfactory 

indicators in his criteria – 

such as, exclusion of a 

female member in the edi-

torial board – makes his 

list deficient. Also, DOAJ is 

not an exhaustive list of 

Open Access Journals, 

therefore a journal that 

does not appear there 

should not be automatically 

deemed predatory or illegit-

imate, and in fact, being 

listed on DOAJ does not 

guarantee that a journal 

is of high quality. Further-

more, the third initiative 

described also has its 

shortfalls. Therefore, It is 

important to always inves-

tigate deeply in other to 

ascertain the genuineness 

of a journal. 

 

Meanwhile, digital publish-

ing is one of the benefits 

of the Open Access Initia-

tives, and one that is fast 

breaking the walls against 

access to information for 

development. Therefore, a 

word of caution is that, 

even though online jour-

nals should be scruti-

nized, academic institu-

tions should not think of 

their total exclusion from 

being considered for pro-

motion exercises.  

Even though there are 

many unwholesome practi-

tioners involved in digital 

publishing for now, the 

future of research findings 

publication, research infor-

mation dissemination and 

research collaboration lies 

mainly in the new media. 

Identifying predatory Journals 

A word of caution is 

that, even though 

online journals should 

be scrutinized, 

academic institutions 

should not think of their 

total exclusion from 

being considered for 

promotion exercises. 

“If this nation is to 

be wise as well as 

strong, if we are to 

achieve our destiny, 

then we need more 

new ideas for more 

wise men reading 

more good books in 

more public librar-

ies” 

 

-John F. Kennedy 
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Identifying predatory 

Journals: criteria tables 

A longitudinal study of 

article volumes and 

publishing market 

characteristics estimated 

8000 active predatory 

journals, with total 

articles increasing from 

53,000 in 2010 to 

420,000 in 2014 (an 

estimated three-quarters 

of authors were from 

Asia and Africa) - WAME 

Editor and Staff 

 The firm’s owner is identi-

fied as the editor of each and 
every journal published by the 
organization. 

 No single individual is iden-

tified as any specific journal's 
editor. 

 The journal does not identi-

fy a formal editorial / review 
board. 

 No academic information is 

provided regarding the editor, 
editorial staff, and/or review 
board members. 

 Evidence exists showing 

that the editor and/or review 
board members do not possess 
academic expertise to reasona-
bly qualify them to be publication 
gatekeepers in the journal's field. 

 Two or more journals have 

duplicate editorial boards (i.e., 
same editorial board for more 
than one journal). 

 The journals have an insuf-

ficient number of board members 
(e.g., 2 or 3 members), have 
concocted editorial boards 
(made up names), name schol-
ars on their editorial board with-
out their knowledge or permis-
sion or have board members 
who are prominent researchers 
but exempt them from any contri-
butions to the journal except the 
use of their names and/or photo-
graphs. 

 There is little or no geo-

graphical diversity among the 
editorial board members, espe-
cially for journals that claim to be 
international in scope or cover-
age. 
The editorial board engages in 
gender bias (i.e., exclusion of 
any female members).  
 
Integrity… 

 The name of a journal is 

incongruent with the journal's 
mission. 

 The name of a journal does 

not adequately reflect its origin 
(e.g., a journal with the word 
"Canadian" or "Swiss" in its 
name when neither the publish-
er, editor, nor any purported 
institutional affiliate relates what-
soever to Canada or Switzer-
land). 

 In its spam email or on its 

website, the publisher falsely 
claims one or more of its journals 
have actual (Thomson-Reuters) 
impact factors, or advertises 
impact factors assigned by fake 
"impact factor" services, or it 
uses some made up measure 
(e.g. view factor), feigning/
claiming an exaggerated interna-
tional standing. 

 The publisher sends spam 

requests for peer reviews to 
scholars unqualified to review 
submitted manuscripts, in the 
sense that the specialties of the 
invited reviewers do not match 
the papers sent to them. 

 The publisher falsely claims 

to have its content indexed in 
legitimate abstracting and index-
ing services or claims that its 
content is indexed in resources 
that are not abstracting and in-
dexing services. 

 The publisher dedicates 

insufficient resources to prevent-
ing and eliminating author mis-
conduct, to the extent that the 
journal or journals suffer from 
repeated cases of plagiarism, 
self-plagiarism, image manipula-
tion, and the like. 
The publisher asks the corre-
sponding author for suggested 
reviewers and the publisher 
subsequently uses the suggest-
ed reviewers without sufficiently 
vetting their qualifications or 
authenticity.  
 
Others 

 Re-publish papers already 

published in other venues/outlets 
without providing appropriate credits. 

 Use boastful language claiming 

to be a "leading publisher" even 
though the publisher may only be a 
startup or a novice organization. 

 Operate in a Western country 

chiefly for the purpose of functioning 
as a vanity press for scholars in a 
developing country (e.g., utilizing a 
mail drop address or PO box address 
in the United States, while actually 
operating from a developing country). 

 Provide minimal or no copyedit-

ing or proofreading of submissions. 

 Publish papers that are not 

academic at all, e.g. essays by lay 
people, polemical editorials, or obvi-
ous pseudo-science. 
Have a "contact us" page that only 
includes a web form or an email 
address, and the publisher hides or 
does not reveal its location.  

 provide permanent identifiers 

[eg, DOIs] in the papers pub-
lished; 

 provide DOAJ with article 

metadata; 

 deposit content with a long 

term digital preservation or archiv-
ing program; 

 embed machine-readable CC 

licensing information in articles; 

 allow generous reuse and 

mixing of content, in accordance 
with a CC BY, CC BY-SA or CC 
BY-NC license; 

 have a deposit policy regis-

tered with a deposit policy regis-
try; 

 allow the author to hold the 

copyright without restrictions.  

Do you or your colleagues know the 
journal? 

 Have you read any articles in the 

journal before? 

 Is it easy to discover the latest 

papers in the journal?  
 
Can you easily identify and contact the 

publisher? 

 Is the publisher name clearly dis-

played on the journal website?  

 Can you contact the publisher by 

telephone, email, and post?  

 

Is the journal clear about the type of 

peer review it uses?  

 

Is it clear what fees will be charged? 

 Does the journal site explain what 

these fees are for and when they will 

be charged?  

Do you recognise the editorial board? 

 Have you heard of the editorial board 

members? 

 Do the editorial board members 

mention the journal on their own 

websites? 

Is the publisher a member of a recog-

nized industry initiative? 

 Do they belong to the Committee on 

Publication Ethics (COPE)? 

 If the journal is open access, is it 

listed in the Directory of Open Access 

Journals (DOAJ)? 

 If the journal is open access, does 

the publisher belong to the Open 

Access Scholarly Publishers Associa-

tion (OASPA)? 

 Is the publisher a member of another 

trade association?  

Table 1: Beall’s Criteria 

Table 2: DOAJ’s Criteria 

Table 3: Think. Check. Submit 
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 Mandates of Specialised Varsities: President 

Directs NUC, JAMB to Ensure Compliance 

 Ensure Constant Curriculum Reviews - FG di-

rects NUC at FUD Convocation 

 Adamu Adamu Inaugurates FGN/University Un-

ions’ Renegotiation Committee 

 NUC Will Streamline PharmD Prog. – Prof 

Rasheed 

 Petitions, Internal Dissent in UniAbuja Worry FG 

- President at 21st Convocation 

 PhD Now Optional for Medical Educators as 

Stakeholders Resolve Contentions 

 ACE: Biggest support to Research in NUS - 

Prof. Rasheed Commends World Bank 

 We’ll Reposition NUS in 2017 … Prof. Rasheed 

Outlines Focal Areas 

 FG Directs Varsities to Submit Quarterly Re-

ports …PMB at NOUN 6th Convocation 

 Avoid invitations by EFCC, ICPC -Adamu Adamu 

warns VCs, Inuagurates OAU, Uniport Councils 

 NgREN Holds Promise for Future Research – 

Prof. Rasheed 

5 Ways to Keep Yourself Safe on Public Wi-Fi 

 

Thanks to the good work of our ICT unit, the University 

community has been enjoying the University’s public Wi-Fi 

for some time. But do you know there are security con-

cerns each time you plunge on the net work to access the 

internet? Yes, whenever you are on a public Wi-Fi, the da-

ta you exchange over the network could be compromised 

because you share the network with tons of people. By 

being on the same network, it is remarkably easy to steal 

someone’s username and password or even view what they 

are doing on their system. So, how do you take care of 

this? Just check the tips below. 

 

1. Turn off Sharing: On your home network, you may 

share your information with connected devices, such as 

printers. But on public Wi-Fi, it is advisable you keep File 

Sharing off. I recently listened to a Gbenga Adeboye’s rec-

ord on someone’s computer recently through our  WI-Fi 

and that’s when I knew I have to prepare this article. In 

case you don't know how to turn this off, you may check 

at the ICT or see the systems librarian. 

 

2. Put your Firewalls to use: By enabling your firewall, 

you’ll be able to keep unwanted users from poking at your 

computer. Most systems have firewalls enabled by default, 

but you may just confirm by checking your security setting 

(under Control Panel > System and Security > Windows 

Firewall) and make sure you have your firewall turned on. 

 

3. Turn Wi-Fi off when you are not using it: This is just a 

basic security technique. Don’t mind the extra cash you 

part with for the internet, once you are not actively using 

it, put it off for your own safety. 

 

4. Choose “Public” when your Computer ask: Windows OS 

are designed to ask you the type of network you are on 

whenever you connect your computer, it is a good prac-

tice to chose “public.” This automatically adjust many of 

the necessary security settings for  you to keep you safe. 

 

5. Keep your Antivirus up-to-date: It is important to have 

good antivirus program on your system while surfing 

through public Wi-Fi.  

 

6. Practice good internet hygiene: Whenever you are on 

unsecured, public Wi-Fi, avoid working with sensitive data. 

Such networks may be good for reading, socials and vide-

os,  but definitely not the best for important transactions 

such as online banking. You may relax a little on this 

Selected Headlines from NUC’s  

Jan/Feb Monday Bulletins 

6 Ways to Keep Yourself Safe on Public Wi-Fi 
 

Thanks to our ICT Unit, the University community has been 

enjoying UNIMED Wi-Fi for some time. But do you know 

there are security concerns each time you log on the net-

work to access the internet? Yes, the data you exchange 

over public network could be compromised because you 

share the network with tons of people. By being on the 

same network, it is remarkably easy to steal someone’s 

username and password or even view what they are doing 

on their computer. Below are some of the tips you need 

for Wi-Fi security basics. 

 

1. Turn off Sharing: On public Wi-Fi, it is advisable you 

keep File Sharing off. I recently listened to a Gbenga 

Adeboye’s record off someone’s computer through our Wi-

Fi and that’s when I knew I have to prepare this article. In 

case you don't know how to turn this off, you may check 

with the ICT or see the Systems Librarian. 

 

2. Put your Firewalls to use: By enabling your firewall, 

you’ll be able to keep unwanted users from poking at your 

computer. Most systems have firewalls enabled by default, 

but you may just confirm by checking your security setting 

(under Control Panel > System and Security > Windows 

Firewall) and make sure you have your firewall turned on. 

 

3. Turn Wi-Fi off when you are not using it: This is just a 

basic security technique. Don’t mind the extra cash you 

part with for the internet, once you are not actively using 

it, put it off for your own safety. 

 

4. Choose “Public” when your Computer asks: Windows OS 

are designed to ask you the type of network you are on 

whenever you connect your computer, it is a good prac-

tice to chose “public.” This automatically adjust many of 

the necessary security settings for  you to keep you safe. 

 

5. Keep your Antivirus up-to-date: It is important to have 

good antivirus program on your system while surfing 

through public Wi-Fi.  

 

6. Practice good internet hygiene: Whenever you are on 

unsecured, public Wi-Fi, avoid working with sensitive data. 

Such networks may be good for reading, socials and vide-

os,  but definitely not the best for important transactions 

such as online banking. You may relax a little on this 

when you have some security measures in place, but be 

careful with public Wi-Fi in general. 

NEWS FROM THE LIBRARY 

 

NIEPA Library donates Books to UNIMED: The 

University Library has received a donation of 

a set of Encyclopedia Britannica, World Book 

Encyclopedia and textbooks in various disci-

plines from the Library at the National Insti-

tute for Educational Planning and Administra-

tion (NIEPA), Ondo. 

 

UNIMED Students Can Use NIEPA Library 

Through a partnership formed between the 

University Library and NIEPA Library, UNIMED 

students can now make use of NIEPA Library 

for their studies. 

 

Library Acquires More Resources 

The University Library has acquired more 

textbooks for the reading, teaching research  

needs of the University Community. 



Relocation: UNIMED Library is Fully Back At Work 

Following the urgent relocation of the University Library to the new 

Odosida Campus, which disrupted the delivery of physical library ser-

vices, the Ag. University Librarian is pleased to inform you that the 

Library has been fully set-up and ready for use at Odosida Campus. 

UNIMED staff and students can now make use of the library as be-

fore the relocation. Meanwhile, our unflinching electronic information 

gateways remain available for use 24/7 via the Library website. 

ADVERTORIAL 

We’re on the 

Web! 

 
unimedlibrary.

wordpress.com 

LIBRARY CONTACTS 

 
Email: bopopoola@yahoo.com 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/unimedlibrary 

Twitter: @unimedlibrary 

 

We invite you to like our page on Facebook. It’s been a robust and highly informative 

platform and our users are really enjoying it. Don’t be left out! 

 
We also urge you to provide us with suggestions, feedbacks and comments that will enable 

UNIMED LibInfo to serve your information needs better.   

PDF copy of this Bulletin can be downloaded from 

unimedlibrary.wordpress.com/bulletins 

Subscribe to UNIMED LibInfo 

 

To subscribe to this Bulletin 

and have it delivered to your 

email every time the new edi-

tion comes out, send us an 

email or fill out the form in the 

link below 

https://unimedlibrary.wo

rdpress.com/bulletins/su

bscription 

http://www.facebook.com/unimedlibrary

